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As the Moon of No Dark waxes large, the clans fall prey to a horrifying sickness. Fear stalks the

Forest. No one knows the causeâ€”and only Torak can find the cure.His quest takes him across the

sea to the mysterious islands of the Seal Clan. Here, Torak battles an unseen menace and

uncovers a betrayal that will change his lifeâ€”forever.
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Although he is still reeling from the violent death of his father and the loss of his "soul" mate, Wolf,

Torak has found a kind of peace living with the Raven Clan. As he tries to sort out his life, he has

developed a growing fondness for its leader, Fin-Kedinn, and a kinship with the gentle people. In a

single moment, however, all of this changes when he encounters a sick hunter from another

clan.The sick man had yanked handfuls of hair from his scalp and beard, leaving patches of raw,

oozing flesh. His face was crusted with thick honey-colored scabs like birch canker. Slime bubbled

in his throat as he spat out the last of the hair --- then sat back on his heels, and began scratching a

rash of blisters on his forearm.With his heart filled with dread, Torak returns to warn the Clan of the

fever that is spreading. To his horror he finds that the mad sickness has already made its claim.



Where could this be coming from? Was it possible that it had something to do with the Soul-Eaters

and the warnings his father had given him? With a jolting realization, Torak knows he must find the

source of this sickness. Thus begins a most perilous journey --- a journey to find the cure and a

journey that unfolds a past that Torak will find hard to accept.This story is told in two voices --- one

from Torak and the other from his spirit brother, Wolf. Wolf refers to Torak and other humans as Tall

Tailless. His voice offers views of all the confusion, which seems to result from human greed.

Although Wolf does not understand the complexities of these things, he senses good and evil and

the need to protect Torak. His ultimate goal is to be reunited with Torak and his journey parallels

that of his spirit brother's.
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